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Literature, Informational and Foundational Skills 
G

ra
d

e
 

C
lu

st
er

 

St
an

d
ar

d
 Arizona College and Career 

Ready Standards 

Explanation and Instructional Vocabulary 

4 RL 1 Refer to details and examples 

in a text when explaining 

what the text says explicitly 

and when drawing inferences 

from the text. (Q1-Q4) 

 

Student Friendly: 

I can explain a story by 

referring to details and 

examples in the text.  

Quarter 2 Focus:  

Inference 

Key Details review 

Students will: 

 Explain main idea by citing specific details and 
examples from a text. 

 Summarize a text by citing specific details and 
examples from a text. 

 Synthesize information and ideas after reading 
a text. 

 Make predictions about a text and confirm or 
refute predictions. 

 Connect prior knowledge to a text. 

 Select only relevant evidence from a text when 
responding either orally or in writing to 
questions about a specific text. 

Teacher Strategies: 

 Use the RACE strategy: 
Restate, answer, cite evidence and explain 

 Use close reading strategies and annotations. 

 Use Thinking Map (Tree Map) to organize main 
idea and key details. 

 Use sentence starters to cite evidence; “The 
author states that…” 

Instructional 

Vocabulary: 

 Summarize 

 Citing details 

 Synthesize 

 Predictions 

 Relevant 
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 Arizona College and 

Career Ready Standards 

Explanation and Instructional Vocabulary 

4 RL 2 Determine a theme of a 

story, drama, or poem from 

details in the text; summarize 

the text. (Q1-Q4) 

 

Student Friendly: 
I can summarize a piece of 
literature. 
 
 
 

 

Students will: 

 Summarize a text both orally and in writing. 

 Understand the difference between summarizing and 
paraphrasing a text. 

 Include key events from the beginning, middle, and end 
of a text when summarizing both orally and in writing. 

 Analyze narrative elements of a text including characters, 
setting, and main idea. 

Teacher Strategies: 

 SWBST (Somebody, Wanted, But, So, Then). 

 Use a Thinking Map (Flow Map) to identify beginning, 
middle, end and key details. 

Instructional Vocabulary: 

 Summarize 

 Paraphrasing 

 Analyze 

 Characters 

 Setting 

 Topic 
 

 

   4 RL 3 Describe in depth a 

character, setting, or event in 

a story or drama, drawing on 

specific details in the text 

(e.g., a character’s thoughts, 

words, or actions). 

Student Friendly: 

I can use specific details from 

the story to describe a 

character, setting or event. 

Students will: 

 Understand and explain the traits of a specific character, 
including his or her behavior, thoughts, words, and 
interactions with other characters, as well as the 
reactions of other characters. 

 Understand and explain the physical traits of a character. 

 Understand and explain the setting or an aspect of the 
setting (e.g., time, place, historical backdrop, etc.). 

 Understand and explain how a specific event can affect 
the setting, and/or characters in a text. 

Teachers Strategies: 

 Use a Thinking Map (Bubble Map) to identify character 
traits. 

 Use an anchor chart to identify character and setting 
elements. 

Instructional Vocabulary: 

 Character traits 

 Setting 

 Elements of 
Characterization 
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 Arizona College and Career 

Ready Standards 

Explanation and Instructional Vocabulary 

4 RL 4 Determine the meaning of the 

words and phrases as they are 

used in a text, including those 

that allude to significant 

characters found in mythology; 

(e.g. Herculean). 

Student Friendly: 

I can understand words that 

come from characters found in 

mythology. 

 

Students will: 

 Use context clues to figure out the meaning of 
unknown words. 

 Use common Greek and Latin affixes and roots 
to find the meaning of a word. 

 Draw connections to modern day words or 
phrases that are used. 

 Compare traditional and modern passages, 
stories and text. 

 Understand the concept of good versus evil 
(theme). 

Teacher Strategies: 

 SWBST (Somebody, Wanted, But, So, Then). 

 Use a Thinking Map (Flow Map) to identify. 

 Use Reader’s Theatre. 

 Interactive Notebook 

 Wax Museum  

Instructional Vocabulary: 

 Summarize 

 Paraphrasing 

 Analyze 

 Characters 

 Setting 

 Topic 

 Theme 
 

 

4 RL 9 Compare and contrast the 

treatment of similar themes and 

topics, (e.g. opposition of good 

and evil) and patterns of events, 

(e.g. the quest) in stories, myths 

and traditional literature in 

different cultures. 

Student Friendly: 
I can compare and contrast 
similar themes and events in 
stories, myths and traditional 
literature from different cultures. 

Students will: 

 Understand and explain patterns in topics, 
themes and events in a range of literature. 

 Find similarities and differences in themes, 
topics and patterns in myths. 

 Use knowledge of story elements to compare 
different stories. 

Teachers Strategies: 

 Use a Thinking Map (Double Bubble Map) to 
compare and contrast different stories/theme. 

 Use an anchor chart to identify themes. 

 Make a Flip Book to talk about illusions; 
Pandora’s Box, Midas Touch, Achilles’ Heel, etc.  

Instructional Vocabulary: 

 Character traits 

 Setting 

 Elements of 
Characterization 



 

 

 

 

  

`                                                                                                        
                                                                                          Fourth Grade Quarter 2 

Reading Standards 

Literature, Informational and Foundational Skills 

G
ra

d

e 

C
lu

st

er
 

St
an

d

ar
d

 Arizona College and Career 

Ready Standards 

Explanation and Instructional Vocabulary 

4 RL 10 By the end of the year, read and 

comprehend literature, including 

stories, dramas, and poetry, in 

the grades 4-5 text complexity 

brand proficiently, with 

scaffolding as needed at the high 

end of the range. 

(Q1-Q4). 

Student Friendly: 

I can read and comprehend 

literature appropriate for 4th 

grade. 

Students will: 

 Practice attentive reading of both assigned texts and 
independent text choices. 

 Read a variety of texts. 

 Self-monitor and self-correct when reading a text. 

 Select specific texts that allow them to be 
challenged as a reader. 

 

 

4th – 5th Grade Lexile Band: 770-980 

 

Instructional Vocabulary: 

 Self-monitor 

 Self-correct 



 

 

Fourth Grade Quarter 2 

Reading Standards 

Literature, Informational and Foundational Skills 
G

ra
d

e
 

C
lu

st
er

 

St
an

d
ar

d
 Arizona College and Career 

Ready Standards 

Explanation and Instructional Vocabulary 

4 RI 1 Refer to details and 

examples in a text when 

explaining what the text says 

explicitly and when drawing 

inferences from the text. 

 

Student Friendly: 

I can draw inferences from a 

text and refer to details and 

examples in the text. 

 

Quarter 2 Focus:  

Inference 

 

Students will: 

 Explain the main ideas (explicit or inferred) of 

a text. 

 Summarize a text. 

 Understand what is directly stated in a text by 

citing the specific details. 

 Explain inference, conclusions and 

generalizations by citing details from the text. 

 Distinguish between fact and opinion and 

important and unimportant information. 

Teacher Strategies: 

 SWBST (Somebody, Wanted, But, So, Then). 

 Use The Great Garbage Mystery for inferences 
(find in google). 

 Use riddles and word games. 
 

Instructional 

Vocabulary: 

 Summarize 

 Paraphrasing 

 Analyze 

 Characters 

 Setting 

 Topic 
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 Arizona College and 

Career Ready Standards 

Explanation and Instructional Vocabulary 

4 RI 4 Determine the meaning of 

general academic and 

domain-specific words or 

phrases in a text relevant to 

a grade 4 topic or subject 

area (Q1-Q4). 

 

Student Friendly: 

I can determine the meaning 

of words and phrases in a 4th 

grade text. 

 

Students will: 

 Apply knowledge of context clues to 
determine word or phrase meanings. 

 Use common Greek and Latin affixes and 
roots to find the meaning of a word. 

 Consult reference materials to find the 
pronunciation of a word to clarify the 
meaning. 

 Understand and explain the meaning 
between literal and figurative meaning of the 
word. 

 

Teachers Strategies: 

 Have student keep word journals for easy 
reference. 

 Use a Thinking Map (Circle Map) to describe 
word meanings. 

 Use an anchor chart to identify character and 
setting elements. 

 Use a Frayer model (box) to break down the 
meanings of words. 

 

Instructional Vocabulary: 

 Sequential 

 Chronologically 

 Compare/Contrast 

 Similar 

 Different 

 Step-by-Step 
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 Arizona College and Career 

Ready Standards 

Explanation and Instructional Vocabulary 

4 RI 5 Describe the overall structure 

(e.g., chronology, comparison, 

cause/effect, 

problem/solution) of events, 

ideas, concepts, or 

information in a text or part 

of a text. 

 

Student Friendly: 

I can identify different types 

of text structure within a non-

fiction text. 

 

Quarter Focus: 

Problem/Solution 

Students will: 

 Understand and explain text features. 

 Determine and explain how each paragraph 
in a text is organized (problem and solution). 

 Explain if and where the organization of a 
text changes in a particular passage. 

 Determine and explain the main 
organizational structure of an entire passage. 

 

Teacher Strategies: 

 Use anchor charts to visually represent text 
structure. 

 Use Thinking Maps (Partial Multi-Flow Map). 

 Teach Signal Words; As a result, problem, 
solution, resolution, conflict, etc. 

 Text examples of each structure. 

 Use a T-Chart for problem/solution. 

 Use Interactive Notebook. 
 

Instructional Vocabulary: 

 Sequential 

 Problem/solution 

 Conflict 

 Result 

 Resolution 
 

 

  



 

 

Fourth Grade Quarter 2 

Reading Standards 
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 Arizona College and Career 

Ready Standards 

Explanation and Instructional Vocabulary 

4 RI 7 Interpret information 

presented visually, orally, or 

quantitatively, (e.g. in charts, 

graphs, diagrams, time-lines, 

animations or interactive 

elements in web pages) and 

explain how the information 

contributes to an 

understanding of the text. 

Student Friendly: 

I can interpret and use 

information from charts, 

graphs and diagrams to 

understand a text. 

 

Students will: 

 Understand and explain text features. 

 Understand and explain the relationship 

between text features and the meaning of 

the text. 

Teacher Strategies: 

 Use multiple examples of charts, graphs, 
diagrams within the classroom. 

 Teacher Read-Alouds with pertinent 
examples. 

Instructional Vocabulary: 

 Diagram 

 Chart 

 Graph 

 Time-line 

 Text feature 
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 Arizona College and Career 

Ready Standards 

Explanation and Instructional Vocabulary 

4 RI 8 Explain how an author uses 

reasons and evidence to 

support particular points in a 

text. 

Student Friendly: 

I can explain how an author 

uses evidence to support the 

points in the text. 

 

 

Students will: 

 Read a variety of text to build background 

knowledge. 

 Check multiple sources before arriving at a 

conclusion. 

 Explain the overall text structure. 

Teacher Strategies: 

 Sentence starters, “The author states…” 

 Annotations 

 Close reading strategies. 

 Teacher Read-Alouds and discussion. 

Instructional Vocabulary: 

 Background 
knowledge 

 Cite evidence 

 Text structure 

 Reasons 
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 Arizona College and Career 

Ready Standards 

Explanation and Instructional Vocabulary 

4 RI 10 By the end of the year, read 

and comprehend 

informational texts, including 

history/social studies, science, 

and technical texts, in the 

grade 4-5 text complexity 

band proficiently, with 

scaffolding as needed at the 

high end of the range. 

 

Student Friendly: 

I can read and comprehend 

informational text 

appropriate for 4th grade. 

Students will: 

 Read a wide variety of texts, including a 
variety of styles, genres, literary periods, 
authors, perspectives, and subjects. 

 Choose texts from multiple genres, cultures, 
and historical periods. 

 Demonstrate an understanding of complex, 
informational texts with diverse content, 
perspective and time periods. 

 

4th – 5th Grade Lexile Band: 770-980 

 

Instructional Vocabulary: 

 Genres 

 Literary periods  

 Text Complexity 
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 Arizona College and Career 

Ready Standards 
Explanation and Instructional Vocabulary 

4 RF 3a Know and apply grade-level 
phonics and word analysis skills in 
decoding words. 
(a)Use combined knowledge of all 
letter-sound correspondences, 
syllabication patterns, and 
morphology (e.g., roots and 
affixes) to read accurately 
unfamiliar multi-syllabic words in 
context and out of context. 

Students will: 

 Use phonics to pronounce unfamiliar multisyllabic 
words. 

 Apply knowledge of roots and affixes in order to 
decode and define word. 

 Apply knowledge of letter-sound correspondences in 
order to decode and define words. 

 Use a different cueing system (phonics and context 
clues) to determine pronunciation and meaning of 
unknown words. 

 Understand that when an affix is added to a root 
word, the affix will change the meaning of the entire 
word of the part of speech. 

 

 

1st Q prefixes and suffixes: 

Prefixes: 

non-, over-, mis-, de-, under-, bi-, tri-, quad-, oct-,  

Suffixes: 

-er, -or, -tion,- al, -ial, -ness, -ment, -en, -able, -ible,  

 

2nd  Q prefixes and suffixes: 

Prefixes: 

pre-, post-, hydro-, multi-, sub-, com-,  super-, co-, re- 

Suffixes: 

-ive, -ous, -ious, -ation, -ion, -ance, - ence, -ly, -ful, -

less  
 
 

Instructional Vocabulary: 

 Roots 

 Affixes 

 Syllabication patterns 

 Morphology 

 Multisyllabic words 
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 Arizona College and Career 

Ready Standards 
Explanation and Instructional Vocabulary 

4 RF  4 
 a 
 b 
 c 

Read with sufficient accuracy and 
fluency to support 
comprehension. 
 
(a)Read grade-level text with 
purpose and understanding. 
 
(b)Read grade-level prose and 
poetry orally with accuracy, 
appropriate rate, and expression. 
 
(c)Use context to confirm or self-
correct word recognition and 
understanding, rereading as 
necessary. 
 
Student Friendly: 
I can read 4th grade text with 
purpose and understanding. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students will: 

 Adjust reading rate according to the purpose for the 
reading. 

 Demonstrate fluent reading in order to comprehend a 
text. 

 Practice multiple readings of the same text. 

 Read a variety of texts with expression and 
appropriate volume according to the context in which 
it is read. 

 Demonstrate appropriate phrasing by paying 
attention to sentence patterns and structures. 

 Notice punctuation as a cue to expression. 

 Use context clues and visual clues to guide self-
correction. 

 
Instructional Suggestions: 

 Teacher Read-Alouds.  

 Small group reading instruction. 

 Read Naturally for fluency (Teacher Resource – 
District Shared Drive). 

 Six Minute Solution (Teacher Resource – District 
Shared Drive). 

Instructional Vocabulary: 

 Expression 

 Appropriate volume 

 Context clues 

 Visual clues 

 Self-correction  

 Poetry 



 

 


